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READER, 
w he I bope you willbe more ingenuous towards me than 

* fd the Obſervator hath been, and paſs a favourable 
& (onſtruftion upon a very plain Sermon, which 


wits far from being intended for the Preſs ; fo i will deal 


65 fawly in giving 30u an account of | Jome Pa: 1128 


which occaſion'd his virulent Refleftions upon me. 
formerly preached upon the Verſe immediately foregoing 
the Subject of this Sermon, 1f a Man be overtaken 
in 2 Fault, ec. Which I made choice of on. purpoſe to per- 
ſuade my Auditors ſo to behave themſelves towards Diſ- 
ſenters, that they might be encouraged to a ſincere and 
exaft Compliance with our Church : Upon which account 
there were ſuch Reproaches caſt upon me, that T was fore 
ced to Publiſh it in my own Vindication, Flaving fmnifh- 
ed what Tintended from that Verſe, Treſotved to proceed 
ta this, which I ſaw would give me opportunity for ſeaſon- 
able Diſcourſes relating to other Matters, I live m 4 
Pariſh where the Burden of Poverty.#s very heavy, an 
yet ſome have been offended at me for concernin$hy ſelf 
for the Poor as I have done; pretending that it —_— 

; A 2 the 


En redeemed 


To: the Reader: 


the number of them: I thought therefore 1 ſhould do well 
to give a Reproof to theſe e Perſons, There bath been. 
likewiſe very vexatious Conteſts at Law, and great Com- 
plaints that the Innocent were ſlandered by- ſecret Back- - 
biters, Theſe 1 conſidered didlikewi ſe ST erve a- ſþarp- 
Reprehenſion. But that which the Obſervator charges 
me with, of ſuggeſt ing that Diſſenters lay under the'Bur- 
den of Oppreſſ on and Perſecution, and that the Govern- 
ment ought to eaſe them, or any thing to that Purpoſe, 
never entred into my Thoughts, nor can 1 believe that be 
really thought 1 intended any. fuch thing : If be did, Þ 


challenge ol to name another erſon i FY TJ Congregation: 


that was of his Mind... But want of Stuff. for his Papers, 
and not "Ill wilt againſt any that are of. a contrary Tem- 
per to himſelf, onkd him to accoſt; me after this rude 
manner. If Thad beenof ſuch Principles, as he would 
per ſuade the World T am, certainly 1 ſhould not have. been 
ſo unworthy as to have. vented them .in the. Pulpit of that 
| great and good Man, the D. of N.. to whow be ſhewed- 
Gutlittle reſpeft, in that ke knew that fo far. as be could 
| be believedito ſpeak Truth, the D. muſt be very ill thought 
of in defiring ſuth a faftious Preacher, to' ſupply bis Ab- 
—_ I have tranſcribed part. of his Obſervator, that 
my te bow wnkke a Chriftian, or a-Gentleman, . be. 
Ss Þ ples (0 treat me. 
of 


— 


FothEReader. 
" Mt the end of | bis farſt Column be #s reviling a Ma: 


viſtrate, and a ( onſtable, by charging them with being 


PFavourers of C onventitles, and from thence takes octa fron. 
to ridicule my Sermou as. followeth :- _ . : 


2 


| «* -Whar is Thiz, but Making Friends of the Un 
«® nighteows e/lammon, and Providing before-hand againſt a 
*« Rainy Day? He that Shuffies,, and; Cuts thus, betwixt 
« God, and his Own Soul ;,'and Crys;. Let the King, and 
'« the Church take their Fortuxe, Tong fan ft That 
*- Mar, | ſay, bas already Abandon'd his Poſt, . and'Enterd 
4. into a Treaty with the Faion. He does as good as ſay, 
« Look ye Gentlemen 5. We are. Chriſtians s and it is-Our 
_ « Duty” to Helpone Another;3. avd tabear one. 

« Burdens. {f the King gets the Better on't, Let Me alone 
&* to do Pour Bur #eſs + And in taſe of a Turn T'other-way, 
& Tow ſhall do as much for Me. What's All This, I fay, 


_ «© but a:Tacit Compoſition with a Publique Enemy ;--where a: 


« man delivers-up his Þonour, and-his Conſcience forthe 
«- Szving of his Skin, and Jnt'reſt? And the Devil Him- 
« ſelf, with his Cloven-Foot, Atteſts the Gontraf, Wh 
«- This Man. would have been Safe, in the Coach it. Als 
«. Nay, in the very Aras of the King and the Duke at 


« Rze- Houſe; unleſs:a Chance-Shot. ſhould bave happen'd 


&« to take-him-off: And he would have pleaded the very 
«- Merit of his Services. tothe Party. You. are Wonderfully 
« Tender to0,onthe behalf of your Diſpenſing Miniſters-; 
« Their ©00d, JJame is Woundedit ſeems, for bearing with 
i the Infirevities, of their Weak Brethren. | What's their 
% -Diſcretion,  prethee, .to the Authority of. a Law #. Do 
« they make more Scraple of Gratifying. their. Week Bre- 
* tres intheir Peeviſh Miſtakes, than \ Jn 


6 theiy 


To-the' Reader. 
< their Own Oaths £ 1 have heard of | One of Your 'God!y 
* * Anifters that was willing to do-a Good Office for a | Man 
< of Power, and Aeprtation,, with the Diſerters, by. put- 

% ting out an Ir Verbo Sacerdatis to Ah, f, for the 

&< and Behoof of the Good Old Cauft > He was Judlic ty 
& Interrogated about ſomebodies coming to:Church; and 
<< their Conformity teithe: —_ ones wo. and Methods 
« of the *Publick Worſhip," as - 07 Appointed > Particu- 
< larly," about coming. to Churct ond, rp and then” about 
« . Recerning the Sacrament; wen mtr ( 's 
6. the * Queſhion ) [Uery Decentip trerlpi]+-(Crys:the Wa 
4 ſwer.) | Well!. But what omen mg Cal Deconons (fays 


«. the Lweſt;on again) ls it Sitting, oo Staiving,,or How ? 
% Come; .was 4x Rnteelitig; 'or at # þ ako ras 
+ Hitting, buv'very Decentip.)-: HOY 


+7 % PP ) 
; . 


\- Andi | anther place he proceeds thee, 


ds Trim. Prethee'fly Nobs. Tbs Furices Zeal 
4 'of Thins; This Inexorable Crautlhy, and Rigovr, be' of 
_ « Þeaveny or Þelf? 1s'Thir cording to the Apoſtler Ad- 
« vice, ['The Bearing of one anothers Burdens ; And in 
s /q doing, the oh me, of the Law of Chrift 5 Do you 
« _— wh om rows werent L 
« 6 9t ept Inculcat 
heb </wrer upon (the Trea We acy # acy of ork x 
«. Howare Poor PupleGries ner Pie eg, and who 
« Hh ep Nay we have a Generation of Men that take 
at Thoſe-tha Dip yh Ay andthey are &'en 
of fecing My! for from Reljeuir Refleving p 
6" - Hot they Na +> Gi Bujgdens. T ey 
gorf hen An when On Slander'd 
Caſe, 'They © Hide Them elves. 
«© Their 


T6.ht Riader: 


* Theis Tongeetark et) on five! wilhhe Fire of Hell 3, And 
& inſteadof Bearikg their: Burdensz. They 5'eak 
5/thetr Backs. «But.who. ae they-/that do All This 2 
%.-.Tkicy: are 1he:80w7 bf (be Devil:; dud are come to do the 
* -kkork; of) their :F abt, which is-1 bed dil;  Oh-the Beje- 
«2f of Theſe!Devili;A(awee,)that will nvt- be Eat 
%:tent with Conforanity /- leis the-Dve Execution of the Law, 
+ that is. the Way to:Comnince Difſenters  'And when they 
*- come 'ofite-to.Au/er the Law Welt: The Fonts of 
G Chriſt 7 is waobe AU Laws; AndChrifs #t a Great 
6. Brit there! 6 Another Prances;; which: is.:the Prince of 
s This World, That's'the. Prince thep Serve. 
»$:Obf; Hold thy -Hand $:as thou Jov'ikme: Thaniver z 
h. and tcll-me betwixt/Friends now, hich thou Mean'i?, 
ey rm DtherPrinaez i Prince of the dit, or” 
Kingof Great! By tein 5 Why thou haſt Trimmer» 
© it away here, as*if:thou"wert! pnfting3n:fora Livkng 
" * of fix or ny pound a year. Here's firſt the 


on path, 012 Be tl 


; Ne 2 Mer 4 iſh, 20 
& ment is to Eaſe thou Love Dne Anothe 


*+ Leſſon ; but are we to love Mens Iniquities, or. was 1t the 


mh ning aud xdaaied and 
OE Re Eg Me prac 
i« Hearts £ Nay, the Hyſk { 


© ments Denounc 'd againſt Thein, my Tt, b our Aſc d: 
* Saviour £ Are we to bear the Burdens of Men, Swelling, 
# © and Trinmphing in the Sins of Schiſm, Contumacy and Se- 
| © dition * Mercenary Wretches, that to ſerve a Preſept 
ATry, Caſt themitlves at the Feet, and Lick-up he 
* wery Spittle, of. a Tony, or an Oliver 2 Will you call. 
66 it: 


—  — 


To'the Reader. - 
* jt a Slander. to tell the Naked Fa# -of a Pra@icd! 
7 ® Uſarpation-? Or the Hiding of « | Mars Self, to do it 
« in the Open Sight-both of Gad, and Mar What would 
<« ſome body give now, that Lcould Name, ' for a Stan4 


<« jn ſome Pariſh-Pulpit to get a Shoot - Hugs rpg 
« In fine; Res Sefof oh Ghurch' is made-a Child o 
& Devil; and upon the Whole Matter, here's The 


< :Conformiſts Plea for the Non- pn J The Law' of 


« Chriſt, you ſay,4s im Al Laws at's Thet to ſay, 
« in this place 3 but that'the Law of the Land, and the 
« Law of Chriſt are at Odds? But the Men of Forty 
< One, are the "Beſt Expoſitors of the Duty of Bearing one 
« Anothers Burdens, according to the very Letter. They 
«* bore the Rings, and the Churches 'Burdevs, ( Poor 
& ao nd eh Del'of op -— Herpes wh and 'Ly- 
the 


- = <—Pii they Proflic'd =Y 
Thus you I the Viſit was, which-in his fore-. 
going Paper he gave notice that be an return 56 | 
Cripplegate | | 
- You may takenotice of the Paſa 


nor pk 


+ which be 
' the Words 


v ) ; | 
( ELAETES 


b 
f ws 


| ©" KESES 


OBSERVATOR: 


SIR, : 
|| Was informed by your Paper on Wedneſday laſt, that | 


——— 


* you werein haſte to return a Viſit. as far as Cripple- 
gate; and perceiving the day following what the Vi- 
fit was, and how early you performed it that Morn- [: 

ing, I could not but think you to. be one of that number 

of whom the wiſe Man obſerves, that, They ſteep not ex- 

cept they have done Miſchief. 

The Viſit was a moſt unaccountable Deſcant upon my 

- Text and Sermon at St. Giles in the Fields the laſt Sun- ' 

day : which I here faithfully publiſh, that the World may | 

:udg whether there were the leaſt cauſe for ſuch Op 

bricus RefleQtions 3 and pity the caſe of an antient Gen- | 

tleman, who makes it his Calling and Employment to re- 

proach and villify whom he pleaſes. | 
' The Sermon ſhall ſpeak for it ſelf; and I doubt not 
but al ſober Men will ſay, that it is not more plair than 


honeſt. | 

You ſuggeſt, Sir, That I am a Mercenary Wretch, who, 
to ſerve the preſent Turn, do caſt my ſelf at the feet, and lick 
up the Spitile of « Tonp or an Dliver. But there is no 
Man living whom you might not. with as much appea- 


rance of Truth, have thus reproached ! 'Tis very likely 
| B that 


GONE ek 


8: A Reply td the Obſervator, 
that I ſhould pay ſuch a mighty Reverence to the rotten 
Bones of the great Uſurper under Tyburr,-who deteſted 
and deſpiſed him when in the height of his Glory, Such 
was my Behaviour#hes, 'that his Tryers wowld not permit 
me a Standin a Pariſh-Pulpit of my own, 0 get a Shoot at 
any body. And when I had hid my ſelf in a private 
place in the Efex-Hundreds, '1 was routed thence by 
one of Oliver's Agents, becauſe my Name was then Ma- 
« gk as it is now TFizmergjand farcd-to make my eſcage 
after twenty weeks preaching there, carrying no other 
Reward for my pains away with me, but a 2+artax Ague. 
In ſuch Circumſtances was I at that time, wherf $S. O M E- 
BO DI kept his Coach and fix Horſes,  'So far'was"l 
from being a SPY or QOBSERVATOR. in thoſe 
days. And if you will play the Man, and charge me 
point blank with being, or having ever been an Admirer 
__ -of your Tohnp, or having a kindneſs -for any/Rebellious, 
| Factious, cor -Allociating Principles 3 I-will produce more _ 
Loyal Perſons, and better Proteſtants/for.my Compurga- 
tors;than'Oie-that Jknow-gof was able -to- produce when 
he was accusd for beitg'a Papiſt. Ithank Gadj have been 
 fo:far from ating -any :thing againſt the Goyernment , or 
4neexdſt (6f our: Chureb, that: I haveibeen beyond Ex- 
-pettation, ' fucceſsful ins ferving both, - The worſt Enemy 
+Hhave muſt acknowtedp:that: by contending for Contor- 
mity, both from the Pulpit and Prefs, I have brought 
great /\nuimbers to the | Sacrament, arid an exact Confor- 
tmity «$0 the-Orders of: the-/Church. And I bdieve my 
Lord Biſhop will be ready to atteſt, that I have waited 
Aapon- him + about +baptizing' of converted @xukers and 
4dnabaptiſis,, and itheir Children, as often as any one of the 
(Clergy hath:done: ''But if I had been of ſuch-a.$pirit, 
-avTrperceive would:pleaſe i Vox, I had never brought any 
\Difgenter/into the Church, nor convinced any:one Perſon 
'of his Errours. i 


A Rep te the Obſeryator. 


- I know, Sir, it is. objected againſt me ( and it lately 
came to the Ear of his Majeſty himſelf, by the means of 
ſome ſpiteful People ) that I have been an Aſſociate with 
Difſenters : But the only Truth in that Suggeſtion is, 
That I love all Men, and according to my Power, do 
good to all, -I do not think that Religion teaches Men 
to be ill naturd, nor can any prove me a greater Friend 
to Phanaticks, than my great Maſter was to Pablicgrs and 
Sinners, 

The greateſt Kindneſs I ever did for any Difſenters from 
our Church, was for a Family of. Papiſts, .Penſons - of 
Quality, whoſe whole Eſtate was unjuſtly. kept from 
them by a Proteſtant ,Diſlenter 3 and yet I think 1 could 
as ſoon be a Jew as a Popiſh Chriſtian. | 

I have likewiſe ſuffered in my Reputation by. being 
kind in.the.Diftcibution of other Mens Charity, ( where 
I was not limited by the Donor ) to all: that, were)in.ex- 
ceſſive wantawithout reſpet to their Opinions: but as the 
Church hath loſt nothing by it, ſo I. cannot but.ſke eno 
in all Men to provoke me to Kindneſs and Pity to 4 
Perſons, even of thoſe whole Principles and Praftices:1 
heartily «bhor. 1 may. very well be content to.ſuffer in 
my good Name, in ſa notoriouga .manner, (ince this:hath 
been of late the lot of divers who are athouGnd times 
more deſervingthan myſelf. Same'of the moſt eminent 


Divines of the Church of Englayd;have been molt falſely + 


 accus'd : And there. is a certain Magiſtrate on whom ſome 


think \youhave been throwing your Dirt, .in the ſame 


Paper-in which you.#3jit me, who is a maſt devout Con- 
formiſt tothe Churcb (and was/ſo, long before he was in 
Commiſſion), and a very vigoraus Proſecutor of Conven- 
ticlesz however he may have been ;repreſented by ſome, 
whoſe Loyalty and Conformity to the Laws of Gad, the 
King, and the Church, lye far more in their Talk than 
Practice. B 2 And 


= Y — pong i age nes 
Dot, 4x —_ OO 
[x OO = : 


See Obſery. for the leſſening of - the rags 
op1 


Hg. 30. 


* wing, &c. You doas good asſay, Look ye 


<4 Sword. 


eee RE ER mw 


” A Reply to the Obſervator. 
\ And now, Sir, (not to pay you in; your own Coin, I 
mean in returning reviling for reviling) give me leave fe- 
dately to ask you a few Queſtions. | | 
x. [f Mens calmly treating Proteſtant Diſſenters,ſpeaks 
them Trimmers, what doth your wonderful.mildneſs and 
gentleneſs towards Popiſh Diflenters ſpeak your ſelf to be? 
Or, rather what does the mighty Kindneſs you are ever 
expreſſing towards them, ſpeak you to be, whilſt in the 
mean time you profeſs your ſelf a Son of the Church of 
England? Why ſhould not your ſo vigorous pleading the 
Cauſe of the Papifts, make Toy as juſtly liableto the charge 
of Trimming ? And, to ſpeak to but one inſtarice of your 
kindneſs to them : If I had been at a _ of that pains 
lot, that you have 
taken to ſham and redicule the Popiſh One, I would not 
complain that you abus'd- me in-calling me Trimmer, or by 
a worſe Name, if there be any worſe. "May I not ſpeak 
to you in your own DialeQq, and in moſt-of your owri 
Words to me, as followeth? © Why this is F; A Trin- 
| entlemens 
« We are Chriſtians, and it is Dur Duty to Help one Aro: 
* ther, 'and to bear one Anothers Burdens.” {f che King 


.«' gets the Better on't, Let JC alone to! db Pour Bur neſs - 


*® And in caſe of a Tyrn to the Church of Rome, You ſhall do 
a much for Me. What's Al This, I lay, but a Tacit 
* Compoſition with a Publique Enemy; where a Man 
* deliver-up his Ponour and Conſcience, for the Saving 
«* of his Skin, and Jnt'reſt? And the Dewi! Himſelf, with 
<« his Cloven-Foot, Attefts the ComtraF, Why This Man 
« would have been Safe in the Arms of Sir Edmond Bury- 
< Godfrey had the *Papiſts killd him, when, three days af- 
Ss ter his Death, he thruſt himſelf through with his own 


A Reply to the Obſervator. 5 
- 2, I demand of you, Whether you did more foohſolyor 
Pitefully, in asking, Whether by the Prizce of this World, 1 
meant the King of Great Britain, or the Prince of the: Air 2 
Pray, who ever calld. the King of Great ' Britain the 
"Prince of this World? © F 
3. I ask you, Whether you do like a Son of the Church 
of England ? | or, on the contrary, - vilely difparage her 
Cauſe, in ſuppoſing; as you often:do; that Men whohave 
once: imbibed Phanatique Principles, can never become 
ſincere Conformiſts? Is not this to ſuggeſt, that the Argu- 
ments to Conformity to our Church are/of bur little 'or 
no force? or that: the Clergy: are:too weak to juſtify:it/? 
...4. 1 ask again,” Whether he: that 'undertakes to/ paſs 
publick/Cenſures at the rate that: You do, upon':the Di- 
vines'of our Church, and their Pulpit-Diſcourſes, aſſumes 
not to himſelf the Office'of a.Biſhop ? And whether in ſo 
_ doing you do not plainly.charge their-Diocelans with not 
keeping a-vigilant:Eye upon thecbehaviour of: their Cler- 
2 And:whether it would not have become you much 
ter to inform :their | Lordſhips of thoſe Offences you 
can make good.proof of, than thus to blacken them to. 
the World, and that, for the moſt part, 'upon no other 
Evidence:than the Tales. of 'Goſſipping Buſy:bodies, or 
Malitious People 3 not to add that of your own. [z- 
.,.5. Idemand, Whether you did not caſt an unmannerly $:e Obſery. 
Reflettion upon his Majeſty himſelf, for making your Tony Numb. 120. 
his Lord Chancellor, when you reproached ſome Doors 
of our Church for then dedicating Books to him * * 
6. I ask, Who that Trimmer was who being judicially 
mterrogated about ſomebodies receiving the Sacrament, 
and anſwered'Tes, and being! asked How 8. replied. very 
Decently, And being acked again,was it Sitting on Standing, 
or How ?' replied again, It was Sitting, but very mm 
E 


——  — 


A Reph to! the -Obſervator. 


If this ſtrikes.at ve, as-fome thirik it does, it is eithera Fi- 
Aion of yout own:Brdin; 'or + baſe Calumny brought to\ 
you by oe of your Fattors' ' : 

7. Since'no'good Man will think that Rebels, or Di- 
ſturbers.of the Government,can be laſhid by your Pen toa.' 
ſeverely; were it not more adviſable that. for-the fu- 
ture you ſhould ſuffer thoſe to live im quict who are no» 
leſs Loyal, but far more:peaceable than your felf >| -. - 

[ will conclude with 'ſerious advice to you, akhough. 
'tis:to6 probable that you will burleſque it, as you did-my' 
Sermon 5 ; That ſince you have been ſo; exceedingly :obs 1 
noxious, by reafon of "certain foul Miflemeanours. bbc 
you; have. been pub) iquely-accuſed oE/ and fron forhe +.of 
which. you have not yet vindicated: your Reputation.s; 
you would no longer blertfiſh the' Church by pretending: 
to be ber Advocate, by which. the Mouths | of 'Phana« 
tiques aye opened: apainſt her: Abd :that ſince you thave 

| livetl longim Contention and gratifying | a very exaſpe+. 

ratedSpiri, -you would 'now think- i bigh time tb = 
take your {Hf to the great concern of —_ State,: that 
you may die in Trae av in the favour of Almighty God; 
which is heartily prayed for by him, whadeſires. _ Mags 
nal Hlappct.or _ worſt Bnemies5. and who is,” 


Cripplegate Aug. Your Well- -wiſhing Friend and Servants 


'30z 1684q- 
We $: 


4 


ES oCooGnes bk as ©. id. LEeoD. HR .D2z TL Ma. Gn" in ef af a8 a8 


—  — 


1s 7 B 

Ince the Stationer nondl another Impreſſion, and the 
Printer hath left me this Space, I-cannot but add a.ſe- 

cok Reply, -and it ſhall be to-your Paper'which - came 


_—_ this: Morning, You: promisd in your:laſtthat. yeu 
would 


A. further Reply to the Obſervator. 7 


would be as graye asa Judg z I amforry you did not promiſe 
tobe as upright, for then I Id | Rigaage Ne oa, 3 
| before my Condemnation. However Ithank yauthat you are 
| pleasd to mention-my Crimes, iz. My Chriftning without 
| God-Fathers, the Sign of theCrofs, and my omitting to pra 
| for the Duke of Tork. 'T am able to give that Reply whi 
| may make thoſe Co/axr that haye accys'd me, altho it js yery 
hard for them to change their, Countenance. 

I anſwer to the Firſt, That when I came to Cripplegate I 
| ; cor found that the Curates before me djd not abſerve the 

ers of the Church concerning-Sponlors: whereuponLtook 

occaſion to complain to the Bifhop, who wasthen Vicar, and 
deſired to know his Pleaſure concerningit. * His Anſwer was, 
that he had: been. troubl'd to hear ;of it, and had conferrd 
with-the Arch-Biſhop, and acquainted him that there were 
hundreds .of poor” People, and ,others, .in.his}Pariſh, who 
.complain'd that they could not procure God: Fathers, &*c. 
and thereupon they either ſent for Non-eonformilt | Miniſters 
to baptize their Children,which was an occaſion of their bein 
ſeduced, or ;clſe their Children continued unbaptized, and 
for. that reaſon be was under. a necefity .of complying with 
the: People for . the avaiding thoſe inconvenjencies. ; The 
Arch-Biſhop leftit to hisPrudence, and what | did; was ac- 
cording to his Order. If the Perſon who. inform'd; your In- 
formers had dealt ingenuoully, he mjght have ſaid; that as 1 
have not baptized any of my own'Children without God- 
Fathers, .and.the Sign of the Croſs, &c, So I have both from 
the Desk and Pulpit often commended the practice of the 
Charch, and anſwered the Objections of Dillenters agaialt it. 
The prefent Vicar hath required the Orders of the Church to be duly.ob- 
ſerv'd, and I have very readily comply'd, tho 1 perceive there will be the 
fore-mentioned Conſequence. 

I anſwer to the ſecond, That all the Noiſe about my omitting. the fign 
| of the Croſs, proceeded only from one Inttance, by which I had hopts to 
gain a Profelite to the Church of Engiand, and it was in private Baptiſt, 
{ by which the Orders of the Church were not broken. My 


rigl - 


8 A farther Reply to the Obſervator. 


My Reply to the third is, That I know not what you mean : I believe 
I can bring ſome hundreds of my conſtaut Auditors to teſtify that t 


' never me omit praying for the Duke of Tork and likewiſe that I pa : 


often endeavoured to allay the Fears and Jealouſtes of the People concern- 


«ing him, andſhewed the Duty of SubjeQtion, and Reverence to Kings and 


Princes, for which I have as often been called Tory, as you and ſome others 
have call'd me Trimmer. I value notopprobrious Names, fo long as I am 
faithful and induſtrious in the Diſcharge of my Office. | 

As to the other part of your Paper, I refer my ſelf to the Judgment of 
the Reader, whether I had not cauſe to make thoſe Conſiractions,and thar 
Reply which I have publiſh'd : eſpecially conlidering that you profanely 
entituled your Paper, An edifying Diſcourſe concerning Bearing one anothers 
Burdens \ after that you had ld all the Naticn in your former Paper, to 


take notice of your returning a Vilit to Cripplegate, by which it was ex- 


F 
ed that you had a monſtrow Charge ready either againſt me, or againſt 
P_ "nom and —_— Door” for whomT ſhould have Exly nan 
concem'd. Iam glad, Sir, that you have given your Negative Explanati- 
on of the Parboil'd Fuſtice,and the interrogated Miniſter, by which I am diſ- 
charg,d of the Calumny. - You my by this conſider for the time to come, 
how greatly innocent Perſons ſuffer by your Papers, whilſt they are con - 
monly read by a fort of Men, who take occaſion from: them to cenſurc 
and revile any whom. they diſlike. There was one not” long ſince, in which 
you ſent a Hx and Cry after a Clergy-man, who poſted from Pariſh tb 
Pariſh «o cheat Miniſters of their Dues, by chriſtning Children without 
their Leave, This was reflected upon me, tho I abhor the doing of it, 
and challenge all Men to produce any one Inſtance. I muſt likewiſe 
tell you, that there are ſome, who have ſuffered by your Pen,-have been 
kind to-your Purſe; and others who, to my knowledg, have had a great 
Honour for your Name and Family. | 23- | 
' Lam jn great hopes that you will, ere-long, be either perſwaded or 
commanded to forbear your Publications; or at leaſi,to leave Eccleſiaftica! 
Matters and Perſons to them to whom they belong : and I doubt not but 
4n a ſhort time many Diflenters will underſtand their Errors, and become 
Lovers of the Church. This, as you ſee, comes inhaſte, and is all you 
may expect from, Your humble Servant, 


Sepr. 11th, W. S$:: 


ELECEEESLISETES 


Gal. 6. Ver. 2; 


Bear ye one anothers Burdens, and ſo ful- 
fil the Law of Chrift, 


HE great Deſign of the Apoſtle in 
this Epiſtle, is to re&tify the Errors 
and Miſtakes which were amongſt 


of them, 


There was ſuch a conteſt 7 them about | 
Chriſtian Liberty, that ſome were ready to take: 


a Liberty, which, ro be ſure, is moſt 'Unchiiſtis 


an: A Liberty to Jas and devour one another, Chap. 


"That Chriſtian Liberty which Re contended 
abour, was. a Liberty from obſerving -any lons 
ger the politive 7aſtimacions of Moſes, i.e. Thoſe 
Inſtitutions which were no part of the. Moral 
Law, but only performed in obedience to Di- 
vine Pie hrs The Galatians -had been told 
by falſe Teachers, . that. they muſt obſerve the 


the Galatians, and to allay thoſe Un. 
chriftian heats, which are the certain conſequent 
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(1) 
ONE .Aas well as the other. | The Apoſtle detere- 
Thar if hey ict any longer ſerve thole legal Ine 

ſticutions, they ſhould -loſe the Benefit of the 
Golpel- Diſvenlaton, . TI Paul ſay. unto you, . If ye 
b4 Owcuniciſed, Christ ſball, profic you-nothing, © Buit 
thouph the Apoſtle - dene this; yet it was. 
no, eaſy ' matter for him to perſwade them to. 
rt as 8 Chriſtian Love and Unity amongſt them . 
and therefore'in this Chapter; he preſcribes ſome: 
Rules. which Chriſtians otpht' to obſerve in or- 
der toit. - Thefirſt is incaſe of Offences, ©. 1. 


Tf a man be overtaken in a Fault, 'ye that are Spi ritual, 
- reſtore Juth an one in the Spirit of Meekneſs.” 76 

cond is more general in the words-of my Text, 
| becauſe it relates to all the grievances, and un- 


he ſen? | 


happineſſes that attend. men in- this*Life. Bear. 


| Je. one” anthers Burdens, and fo fallfil the Law 


of . Chriſt. The Galatians were greatly concern'd 


_ about fulfilling the Law of Moſes, in. obſerving - 


the aboliſhed Rites: The Apoſtle requires them . 
to, obſerve the Law of Love,.'To bear one an0s 
thers Burdens, :and fo fullfil the Law o Chri which 
ſhould never be hed,” as 

In. the. words; there ate theſe two: things * 
F::;A very great Duty, Bear Je one artothers Buodow. " 
2.. A yery' great and* cogent Argument to the 
Pers 


You may take the ations. fram 
chem: two are ſuppo q apdhe c expreſt. 

. Every man ajh þ A Burden, - The Apolle 
in ie former ye e lajch ; #4, 42 be gpertaken /in 
a Fault,  &c; but E. doth Not fay,aif of 2:man 4zsh 
a Burden, let him have help to bear ir. 'Tispoſlillle 
'that a man may liye ſoas.co be inoffen{iveto qthers, 
or at leaſt ſo as ngt ro.he Obnoxious, ro, Cenſure, 
which I conceive 1s the meaning. of -ahe Apoſtle : 
Bur it is not poſſible for.men.to live in this World, 
and to be freed from Burdens. Exery Man hath 


Performance,pf AY, ane {Ani 
| 


| his Burden, 


2, Every mans Burden eicher 3s-px may: .beitgo 
| TOE for him. TOS 1s, (uppoled in thatthe Law of 
Chriſt POE the honed haye — 


lied ; in, EE 
gli Oo con bet C, our wry ot 
1d /o ful the Law of Chriſt. -,4-\ To makeifome 
Inferences ;% way. of Application. I ſhall ſpeak 
e: eſpecially.of che ewo firſt, iy 
1 We Aleve enlarged _ 115290 - 
S 


. (4) 

I begin with the firſt, namely, What are mens 
Burdens, You will ſay, that I have undertaken 
a very hard tack, I may as well undertake to 
tell all the Thorns in a Wilderneſs, or all the 
Waves upon a Tempeſtuous Ocean, as to count 


' the Evils of this Life, which are Mens Bur 


dens. 
There is no State or Condition of man, but 
hath Burdens which belong to it, and are inſe- 
parable from it. From the King upon the Throne, 
to the Beggar upon the Dunghil, Every one 
hath his Burden. The Evils of this Life are 


| like Pharaohs Froggs, that, will be croaking in 
 Kinps Chambers. When Moſes was the Supream 


Magiſtrate over the People of 7/rael, his Father- 


 in-Law told him, That his Burden was too great 
for him, Exod, 1.8, v. 18. Thou wilt” ſurely wear 4- 
' way——this thing is 'too heavy for thee; Thou art 
_ "wt able to perform "it thy -ſelf © alone. "And; we 
find him groaning under this Burden of Govern- 
- ment,” "Namb. 11, 14. Fa am not ts bear this- 
- Poople,-'it" is too beavy for ' me. 'If it "were pros 
—_ me to alan upon this head from oy 


Subject, would fhew what Ln Argument this 
ſhould be ro 'Subjects to obey their KING, 


 thar they: might not add to His Bu/den > And 
how neceſlary ic is that we ſhould pray for Kings, 


that 


(5) 
that God would enable them to bear their great 
Burdens; and likewiſe hew the Folly, as well 
as baſe Diſloyalty of thoſe, who deſire the Life 
of their Prince, and yet load him with their diſ- 
obedience to his Laws. 

I might alſo ſhew in the next place, that 
Miniſters have their Burdens, and that they are 
very great likewiſe ; and every one almoſt adds 
to the weight of them. The Doubts 'and Scrus- 
ples of thoſe that are Good, and the Debauche- 
ries, on one hand, and the Errors and Diviſions 
on the other hand of thoſe that are: Bad, do make 
our Burdens to be very Heavy. - But this I muſt 
' not enlarge upon, for fear- -of -a miſcapplica- 

tion. 

If Kings, who are Gods-Vicegerents, to whom 
God requires ſuch a peculiar regard, that they are 
called Gods in the Scripture. And if Miniſters, 
for whom God hath declared a peculiar regard 
inthe-next- place (however contemn'd in the 


World) "Touch not mine Anointed, and do my wh on 


no harm; If :chefe muſt have 'Butdens, others 
have no reaſon to expect that they ſhould go 
free. 

More particularly, The: Burdens of men m 
this life, may .come under theſe three Heads : 
 v. Such as relate to Bad Men+- 2. Such as relate 
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(6) | 
- to Good men: And. 3.-.Such. as. xelate-t0 bath 
' Good and Bad, Mt 1. Eng 2rgltufd 
' | 1, Such as belong to. Bad men, - The impeni- 
rent Sinner hath. his Burden, - and. it is ſuch. a 
: Burden, as he that is once rid -of, would |.por, 
for all the-world; -be loaded with. it, again: T be 
ricied man. travelleth -in- pain all his dayes, Job 15. 
.20. It his Conſcience be awaked, |he 5 always 
 Joaded . with Guilt and Fear. (His ſecret :Com- 
plaintsare very grievous, and are:ſomerimes a ve- 
_ ry great [interruption to his Mirth : In laughter 
bis Heart 'is ſorrowful, and the end of his Mirth as 
TIM . Hdeavineſs. it any man ſhall ask the impenitene 
FE: \ ._ inner the Apoftles/Queſtion, Row. 6, 21., What - 
a1 - Fruit had you? He can give no anſwer. But af it 
{i © be asked, What Byrtben had yau? he muſt ane 
{wer, That it.is a -yery heavy. one: That be 
of had no reft or quiet-in his Mind/by.reaſon of it. 1 
lod know very well, that this doth nat appear whilft 
Sinners are in;Health,; -but when they are bound 
im Cords of Affiiftion, and God. ſhews.them their Tranſ* | 
T ©  g20/{ontheythen acknowledg, that they ;never ane 
* "v8 Joy dſo much pleaſureas.countervail'dithe tercors 
} of their Conſciences, which were the immediate 
T conſequence; of them. And if the ſinner doth .nor 
feel the Burden of Guilt and Fear, his condition 
the worſe; becauſe, the leſs. he feels his Bur 
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(7) 
den, the more- be adds to the weight of it, which 


he will certainly feel in another Srate. There is - 


another Burdert likewiſe which belongs to im- 
penitent f{inners, which I may call 'an accidental 
Burden, and. that. is Religion. The worſhip 


and: ſervice of: God 'is'a+ very great Burden to - 


them; They are ſuch as the Prophet Amos ſpeaks 
of, c. $8 v. 5. who 'think long for the Sabbath to 
| be gone, that they may ſell Com, and ſet forth Wheat. 
They have ordered their buſineſs fo, for want of 


beginning right at firſt, and by contracting. evil - 


Habits, that they are as well burdened when'they 
do that which they ſhould, as when they do that 
_ which they ſhould not The Service. of God, 


| and the ſervice of the Devil, are both Burdens to 
| them. But I will not enlarge farther upon this - 
head, becauſe, I do not.think it ſo proptr from -. 


this Subje&. . 


2. The Good Man hath his Burdens too,- Mas - 


1y are the ' AſfliFtions of the Righteous, and many are 


their failings and infirmities, which- are the oc-: 


calion of 'their grief and trouble. The Burdens 
of. good men are-either,- 1, Real Evils: or, 2. 
Such as I may call Imaginary. | 

1. Such as are Real Burdens to them. * When 


a'good man hath done .that which. is diſhonou-- 


rable .to God, 'a ſcandal. to Religion, or an oc- 
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caſion of Offence, by which others are encoura- 
ged .in that which 1s evil, itis a very grievous 
burden to him. This was Davids Burden, that 
he had cauſed the Enemies of God to Blaſpheme ; and 


it was that which cauſed the continuance of his 


grief and ſorrow, after that his Pardon was Sea» 
led, and ſent ro him. This made-him- complain, 
[That his Iniquities were a Burden too heavy for han. 
2.: There are likewiſe burdens which I ma 
call .Imaginary, becauſe they proceed-from falle. 
Conceprionsand Imaginations ofthe Mind : When 
2 Good Man: miſtakes his Condition, and: thinks 
himſelf co be in the caſe of the Impenitent Sin- 
ner ; and this is cauſed either, 1, . By ſome grie- 
vous Affliction that befals him ; or 2. By the pre- 
valency of a melancholly conſtitution, 
1. By ſome great Afﬀiction. When a good 
Man is aſſaulted by a ſharp Sickneſs of Body, 
or. by. ſome great:loſs in his Eſtate or Family, 
it makes him chink. that God is offended at him . 
in a greater Degree than he is at them that 
truly -Fear and Serve him. This was the Argue 
ment.that Jobs friends uſed againſt him, and it was . | 
an Argument which he uſed againſt himſelf. Al- 
though God had declared, That he was a perfett 
and an uprizht Man, and that there was none like 
him in all his Country; yet when he came to 
endure 


(9) 


* endure great Afflitions, they cauſed him to-cr 


out, '1 have ſaned, What ſhall 1 do? And why deft 
thou not pardon my Tranſgre/ſion, and. take away mine 


TIniquity, &c, The great AfMlitions of his Body 
' made | him ſuſpect, that his Soul was in dan- * 


or. 
* 2. . Theſe Imaginary burdens are cauſed by a 
Melancholy Conſticution, by which the fancy and 
imagination is dilturb'd; and thoſe that are really 
Religious, think they are in an Evil Condition. 
They do not make any Determinations concerns 
ing. themſelves from -the Rule: of Gods Word, 


but. from their own dark Conceptions ; and to 


be ſure, thoſe that give way to them, ſhall nor 


want the help of .the Tempter to make their 


burden heavy. The caſe of ſuch is commonly 


miſrepreſented, they call themſelves troubled in 
Mind, when it were more proper to ſay, that they 


are diſturb'd_ in their Fancies. NS 
 ;- 3+ There are burdens which belong both to 


good and bad men. 


©. - The burden of Sickneſs, Poverty, loſs of 
Relations, 'and ſuch like common Afictions. _ 


2.: The burden of naural defects, as Blindneſs, 


Deafneſs, Lameneſs, &c. 


- 3. Spiritual Burdens, ſuch as relate to the Soul, 


andto'the faculties of it. Theſe we call infirmi- 


C mities, 
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mities;; 2 weakneſs of Mind which came by the- 


Fall of Man; and from which he can never: have 


a perfe@t recovery whileſt he is inthis State, \ 
1. A weakneſs of Judgment. TFhe Under- 


ſtandings of Men are exceeding liable tomiſtakes.. 
Men of the moſt Sagacious Parts; and: ſuch as. 


have been moſt eminent in their Generation, for 


' Piety, and Holineſs, have been in very great Er» 


rors. Some of the Antient Fathers of the Church 


were of ſuch Erroneous Opinions, as the.Church. 


hath in all Ages exploded.. 


2. Weakneſs in reference tothe Aﬀe&ions and. 


Paſſions" of the mind; which are apt to be pre» 
dominant; and to be as unruly Servants'which do= 
mineer over Reafon, which ſhould be their Maſter 


© by which they, ſhould be governed, and over 
_ Religion tao, which ſhould be their Prince and- 
Soveraign, whoſe Authority muſt not be diſfpu- | 
ted: Sometimes the. Paſſign' of Love prevailes; 


as in David for his Rebellious 4bſolom ; ſometimes 


the. Paſſion of Fear, as there was in the Diſciples, 
when they thought the Saviour of the World could. 


not keep chem from drowning. Somitimes a gries 


vous miſtruſt of Gods Mercy, as there was in the. 


P/almiſt, Þ/al.,7 7. when he cried, Flath God forgot 
ren to be gracious * © Hath be in Anger ſhut up his tender 


 Mergies*” concerning which he recollects himſelf, 
Be, ._ _ and: 
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che Paſſion of Anger gets the upper hand, as ic 
did in Jonah for the Loſs of his Gawd. Some- 
times a furious Zeal occaſions Diſcard, as it 
did/between the two Apoltles, Paul and Barnabas, 
48ts 15. 39. when they were in ſack a heat, that 
they could not endure each others company, but 
departed aſunder on: from the other. Theſe are the 
burdens of men whilſt chey are in this Life. 

2. The ſecondthing 1 propounded, istoconſi- 


anothers Burdens, or what is neceflary to the 
performance of it. | 


ever:Burdens we ſee others loaded with, we muſt 
preſently put ourſelves into the ſame condition, 
and conſider what 'we would expe&t inthe like 
cafe; "We muſt conſider their condition, as if 'it 
were our own. We [ſhould have ſuch a Spiric 
as brave Uriah had, who wanted no courage to 
encounter with his Enemies, nor pitty to ſympas- 
thize withi his Friends. 'He knew nothow to take 


that the Ark and Iſrael were in diſtreſs, and his Lord 
Joab 'and his Servants were encamped m the open 
Fields, 2'Sam, 11. 11. 'Or like 'Queen Either, who 
ſaid; How can Lendure to ſee: the Evil that ſhall come 

_6 | C2 npor 


andiſaich, ver, 10. This is my Infirmity.” Sometimes 


der what is implied in this duty of bearing one 


1. There muſt be a'ſymparhizing Heart. What- 


| his-neceſſary Repoſe, he was ſo uneaſy to think 


OI Ea ron I ern ſer fe” 


a 
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' 1pon- my people-: and bow can. T\ endure. to ſee the der 


ftruftion of my kindred : Or, like-the Apoſtle, 2 Cor, 


11. 29. Whois weak, and I am-not weak: 


2. There.muſt-be. ahelpiog band. This-is a 


natural :conſequent of the former: He«that-{ym; 
- pathizeth is in-pain. for his. Brother ; and by eaſing - 
him, he eaſech himſelf. b 


. There.muſb be: a continuance of both.. We - 
are alb Travellers that are going on with our bur - 
dens, and muſt-not-leave one another in diſtreſs. 
The Apoſtle tells us, we muſt-bear. one: another . 
burdens ; bur. he doth not tell us. when we muſt - 
lay them-down. 1004: 

[ proceed now to the: two laſt things: whigh I - 
chiefly deſign todiſcourſe of. at this gime.. There; 
fore- 1 $73. en. no 204--/ 

2. I ſhall-confider the force ofthe: Argument. - 
And ſo fulfil the Law of Criſt. lt is an Argumenc 
of very-great force, rohim that rightly. conſiders - 
it;-and-ſo it had need to be,' conſidering our ll 
nacures-and difpalitions.... We are-yery-apt; 40.þe 
weary of, and. impatient; under-our own! burdens; 
and thereſore-it is no eaſy matter to -pexrſwade:ns 
to. bear. other, mens. "The, Apoſtle therefore ,ur- 
ges the ſtrongeſt:Argiiment-thae can be offered co - 


 Ehriſtians : Iris a fulfilling of the Law of Chriſt, 


'Aravaaterers (amplete :* Gompleat the . Law, of 
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Ghrift.”” We are not to underſtand it, as if he that 


bear his: Brothers Burdens had. done all that the 
Law-of Chriſt requires of him, bur thathe had 
done:thac' which 1s very greatly required of him, 
Complends. verbum non |ſiguifica: perfefte preſtare fed re 
ipſa exequi : He char'bears, his: Brothers Burden, 
hath really\ performed the great Law of his Saviz 
our... More particularly, 

V. It is his Law, Wo ialiſted- more' upon it 
than upon any other. cIr-is' endleſs! to. mention 
all the -Parables and plain Expreſſions which re- 
quires, that men- ſhould forbear one another, fors 
give-one another, and do ood one "to ation, 
A Chiiſtian ſhould be to tall of Love, that- ir 
ſhould be, as- a ſweet -Pertume' to all thac come 


near to: hin, His very Enemies. mult; partake-of 


it.., Thare is one conlideration which one would 


think ſhould be of mighty f force to perſwade men » 


i9-this Chriſtian. Duty :, {lc was! the laſt thing 


which our: Saviour inlifted upon, - wherr he! was 


lepving the World. Weread-in Jo.1.3. that the Devil 
kad-noilepner pu it inte:the heart of (=) UDAS » 


(a, Roacier, I 


ray 0! erve, 


io betray him; but he made.1 It his buſineſs ro Nhatchis pa 


nd Judge - 


put it into.the hearts. of ;his Diſciples to love one *7, ©" 102! 


another. He made' it His-Commandment. This is ſerearor in- 


tends: 


any Commandment, that ye love one another : By which we know nor. 


may. underſtand, chat che; Obſervane of it would 
exceed-. 


for } 


(14) b 
exceedingly Oblige him, He calls it a New!Conk 
 mandment, although it was as old as'any other, 
 bott Imprinted in the Nature of Man, and re- 
vealed in the Word of God. He makes it the 
Characteriſtical Note of a Diſciple, 'By this ſhall 
all men know, that ye are my Diſciples, if ye-Love one 
other. Not but that all men of all Religions 
acknowledge it to.be their Duty to Love. one a- 
opt cas but the:meaning of our Saviour,-is: That 
t1ere ſhould: be ſach'a/Degree/of Love amotip\t 
his Diſciples, .as ſhould NA men of- other Re- 
| ligions; asit was in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, 
when 'the "Pagan ſaid, 'See how theſe Chriſtians 
Love one canither. All theſe: Expreſiions' of -our 
Saviour, which they ſeem difficult 'to be under- 
food, areuled by way of Motive and Atgument, 
to perſwade and quicken men to Chriſtian 50s 
"and" Unity. 1439 
2. It's his Law, who backianoted the brew 
teſt Rewards to the Performance of it, and the 
greateſt Puniſhmencs 'to the Neglect of it ; "by: 
which we may underſtand that it-is an indiſpenſa- 
ble Dury, -and muſt not be omitted by us. 1 need. 
not mention any more than that "= any place, 
Mat. 25. There's Come ye Bleſſed, to them thar 
bare one anothers burdens : And depart ye Cfeds to 
them that did not. - Our Saviour only ſpeaks 
COn- 


( '5 ) 
concerning the duty-ot eg ſecond Table, p14 
bably for his reaſon;  Begaule there is. 104 (16h 
an impreſſion of it upon the minds of Nic'», 45 
there is of . the duty which relates to the tut, 
Men think they may Love Ged, though chey do 
no: lovectheir Neighbours. They think chac they 
are good Chriſtians, and that they -pay to God 
the honour that is due to Him, alhougl they 
ſhew no regard. to their Brother and Fellow 
Chriſtian. Men know that-te love God, is. the 
Great Commandment; but they do not conſider thas 


the ſecond is like, namely, that they muſt Love their 


Neighbours as thewfelves, Many who call theme 
ſelves Chriſtians do- not” conſider the, Myſtical 
Union that is berwixt Chriſt-and His Chick, that 
every good Chriſtian is a Member of 'that Body 
whereof Chrift is the Head; and thar it _ is as Un- 
ghriſtian for one Man not to bear anothers Bur- 


den; as it is unnatural'for the 'Hegt not to help 


the Foot, .ovany/other Member of the Body char 
is orieved; according to that of the Apoſtle, "ow 


12. 5. We being many are be Body in-(briſt, aud: 


every one'Members one of another. They do not con- 


ſider that the Qhurch is God's Building, and that, 


as in.a Building, that Stone which is ſo rugged, 
that another 'Stone-cannart be laid upon it, is0N- 


ly. _ to be thrown into the Street ;, ſo that Man - 
who - 
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who is 1o rugged, that he will. not bear his'Bro- 
tners burden, is not fit to be part of Gods Buil- 
ding, -For this reaſon our Saviour inliſted more 
upon this Duty than upon the other. And for 
this reaſon he only-mentions. everlaſting puniſh- 
ment-to- thole thar 'did help "and ſuccour - theix 
Brother, .becauſe men are in ſenſible- of the ne- 
ceſlity of this Duty, -and the Danger of neglect- 
ng. 

of ' Itwas the Law'of Chuiſt, :vvho was an Ex- 


| ample of ir-to others. He'came into the World 
-to- bear our Burdens, and to fhew us how to bear 
- our Brothers : as I may ſhew inthe ſeveral inſtan- 
_ ces which I have already'named. 


1. He bare the burden of [enpenitent Sinners; 
He conſidered their - deplorable condition. He 
was grieved: for the hardneſs of -cheir hearts, and 
uſed all means' to reclaim them. He was willing 


40 bear the*burden of Reproach;' that. he might 
eaſe them of the burden- of -guilt and fear. The 


Phariſees (aid, that he was a-Friend of Publicans and 
Sinners, and they ſaid true, 'tho he was. not lo in 
their fonſe. He was: ALIT :tO them, 'in that he 


called them to Repentance, and made a Publick 


Declaration, that-all that were Weary and heavy laden, 
ſhould come to him to-be ealed of ———— 


= He 


_ (ap) 

"'2.” He barethe Bardbis of Geod Men; | He ful! 
filled the Propheſie that» was ſpoken of him, That 
he ſhould Bind up the brokenehearted, Be of good cheer, 


was arvexpreſlivn which hecexceedingly delighted | 


in. | When he'was going out bf the World, hewas 
mightily concern'dfor the grief and trouble which 
his Diſciples ſhould then endure. He ſaid, Let not 
your bearts be: troubled, : I'go to prepare a place for you, 
&c. And when hearoſe from the/Dead, he:was'in 


haſt to eaſe them of the Burden of Grief, which 
he knew was very heavy upon them. The Ser- 


vant knew his Maſters mind, when he ſaid to them 
that came to the Sepulchre, Go-quickly, and tell: his 
Diſciples, that he is riſen from the Dead.” | 


3. He barethe Burdeas which are common cs - 


men. The Blind, and: the Deaf, and the Lame 
were:thole upon whom he' beſtowed his Mira- 
cles. He made all his retinue ftand till rill he cu- 
red the Poor Blind Beggar. | 

He bare the Burden of Infirmities, rather Pity- 
ing than: taking: Offence at-rhem ; knowing what 
che Frail State and -Condition of Man is. He did 
not caſt off his Diſciples for ſhewing - a furious 


Spirit, in calling tor Heaven to conſume them that 


were not civil to him;but only rebuked them, ſay- 
ing, Je know not what Spirit ye are of, Mat. 9.55. Nor 
did he reject .his-Diſciples becauſe of their weak 
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Faith when they cryed, Maſter, Javeus, we !Periſh. 


-One would think it ſhould have been :a prear 


Provocation t© him, thathis\Diſciples were 

when he wasin/his agony, andthatiitſhonldckave 
been an uopardonable-offence ;/ but we find chat 
he only blam'd them for it > He aid, Could not ige 
watch with me-one hour? But he:did not lay, From this 
hour T will be ey oh, 8s -yÞc have. bien of 
me. There are 'fome-who' icomplain-of bad Me- 
mories, [but certainly there' never were anymore 
forgerful chanthe/Diſciples wete. They had for- 
gotten almoſt every aw 442 our 'Szviourhad 
ſaiditorhem ; Nay; 'they:had-forgorten:chat which 
was of the greateſt moment to*. be remembred, 
namely his ReſurreQtion from the Dead. . His 
Enemies remembred it, and: therefore :made his 
Sepulchse fure ; but his: Friends had forgotten it ; 
and yet our Saviour continued his Love towards 
them. All theſe inſtances are left ro-usfor onr ex- 
ample and imitation, that we ſhould bear the in- 
firmiries of our Brethren, and not'make them the 
occaſion of, ſo much as, eflening our Love to 
them. : ; 
4. It is the Law of Chriſt, who ſtill bears onr 
burdens now thar he is 'in Heaven. | He picies us, 
and he prayes to God for us, -and: fends his Holy 


Spirit into onr hearts to-comfort us, - becauſe he 


knows 


BEA IR Aon. Gn 0g. ns 


"(19) 
knows, by. his 6wn- experience that ov binds 
are heavy. The Author. ofthe Hebrews tells us, that 
he took our Natures upan the Earth, thache-might 
bear.our Burdens, in Heaven, 'Heb; 2,17, 19, I 


all things it behoved bim to: be made like unto bis Brethren, 


pew + might be-# Mereiful and Faipbful High Prieft m 
rtaining unto. God, to: make: recontiliation for the 


ff the Puople x. for ie that bs. bimſelf hath flſſbred 


ng/Te empted, he is able, to Succonr them that art tempted. - 


TY And laſtly. It: is his Law who hath put it 
into the pawer; and-capaciry: of every mar i-the 
World to fulfil pl It werewvery hard caſe, ifthere 
were 2 work. required which- ſhould have 2 glo- 
rious reward' annexed to it, and yer there ſhould 
be ſame. Chriſtians who ſhould be: utterly wcapa- 
peck doingJic.. He-thatchar-nota hand to kelp his 

rother,nazy have:aheart ro Symparhizewith him: 
and he that can neither afford help himſelf,nor pro- 
eure it fromiothers, may pity and pray to! for 
him; and-if he does ſo;-the will is accepted for the 
deed, and he hath/ſo born-his- Brochers burden, as 
to Bufil the Law of Chrift. 


That whichremains, is to make ſome Inference 


way of Application. 
oy Linfer the excellen oP Or Religion, age 
what a- great obligation there-lies- upon:us to ob» 
larve RENNER ofour x Lerd: —_—_— 
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ſhould he be tous, inthat he hath given us ſuch a 
Law, We have no burdensto bear, but what our 
fins havelaid upon'us,: and: yer our Saviour'isnot 
willing they ſhould be'roo heavy for us, but res 
quires that we ſhould have help to bear them. The 
Law of Moſes required: Statutes that were not good, 
Exek.2 0.25; Commands which,/as I ſhewed, were 
only to 'bg obſerved. \in-obedience to Divine Aus 
thority : No man was the betrer:for chem any 0+ 
therwiſe, thanas he waplatisfied that he had ; 
that which be was commanded;: 'Thers WAS 10 ins 
trinſick good or excellency m thera. - But the -.com- 
mands of onr'Blefſed: Lord; are ſuchas in their” 
own nature tend to the good of Mankind: They 
tend to. theeaſing, of our grievances, and to the 


making . of. our; lives ' comfortable 'ro 'us in this © 


World, before we come to the happineſs of the 
World to come. W400, 

II, From what I have-ſaid on this Subje&, I 
would infer ſomewhat concerning the three States, 
This World, Heaven, and Hell, -  —- 

I, Concerning this World, L would infer theſe 
four things. 012.0) 54.400 [4 

1. They are exceedingly to blame, 'whto place 
any Happack or Contentmenc- init. tis 'not a 
place of pleaſure, but of pain: not of eaſe, but of 
zoil and weaxigeſs, plats which '\men, _ 
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- burdens to bear of their own, and of other mens 


tos. A place in which men are fo loaded, that 
they are in continual want of help to bear their 
burdens. We are weary Travellers that are al- 
wayes poing on with our burdens, The reſt remain- 
eth, for another State, Every day hath its evils, and 
new dayes produce new burdens. He that is weary 
to day, non not but he may have a heavier load 
to morrow. If a man expects reſt or quiet, he is 
often diſappointed; and hath cauſe to complain 
as Job did, When T looked for Good, then Evil came unto 
me ; and when 1 waited for Light, there came Darkneſs. 
There is nothing more dangerous than for a man 


to think himſelf ſecure from danger. There are 


bleflings for them that bear burdens, and a wo to 
them that are at eaſe. Nay, the lighter that a mans 
burden is, the greater is his danger. Thoſe that are 
not in trouble as other men, nor plagued as others, are 
the men that are brought into deſolation as in a moment: 
A man. in this World, is like a Ship upon the 
Ocean ;- If it hath no burden, it is in danger of 
being loſt : There muſt be ballaſt if there be no 


oods. The nature of man is ſuch, that if his mind 
- not ballaſted by ſome affliction or other, he is 
in the greateſt danger of miſcarrying, 8 being caſt 
away. He that at ny time hath no burden of his 
own had need to: 


ear- his Brothers burden, 
that - 
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;*that be may not he of tao light a mind. We have 


lictle reaſon to ſet. our minds upon this. World 
where ir is neceflary, we ſhould bear bardens. . | 
. 2. It beſpeaks our patience, and that we-donot 


_ frer and vex-our- ſelves: at every croſs: that befals 


us. Some. men are apt to be in a; rage upon every 


| lictle occaſion, as if the world wete appointed to 


be a place of caſe and pleaſure; whereas they are 
much miſtaken; it is a place in which we muſt bear 


| heavy burdens, beth of our own and other mens. 


.3- Since the. World is fuch a place for. burdens, 
it. concerns--mmen- to; live -{o that they may be al- 
ways willing toleave- it, that they may be-unload- 


, ed, Whilſt we are in this World, we are both a 
trouble to our felves, and to others likewiſe thar 


help usto bear, our burdens, We. are often: tired 
our ſelves, and-we-are oft-times very tyreſom to 
others ; it concerns:us therefore to arder our buti» 
.neſs; ſo that we may go cheerfulty-ro that place 
where Job (aith, *The weary, are at reſt, ch. 3. v.17. 
4 Since the: world is ſuch. a place - for burdens, 
how. fooliſh arethey that live wicked and ungod- 
ly lives in it? They have no caſe here, pt 
live as if they were.refolved to have none hereaf> 
ter; as if outward burdens, the croſſes and: troubles 
of this life were not enough ; they load their 


ſouls with inward burdens, which are continually | 


gauling 


| WT: 
 gavling and tormenting of them. That whichjis 
moſt common amongſt Sinners, is moſt unaccount- 
able ; they take pleaſure in nothing bur that-which 
'brings Pain, nothing pleaſeth chem. bur. thac which 
proves an intolletable burden to them. "They of- 
ten make grievous complaints of the. burdens gf 
this life, and; yert.they prepare worſe burdens to 
themſelves againſt they go out of it. 

1 I. From what [ haveſaid, we may infer ſome- 
what of the Happineſs of Heaven, and that to a 
double . purpoſe: - DR 

1. T o quicken our diligence for the obtaining of 
it, There are no Burdens, but everlaſting Reſt and 
Pleaſure, All Grief and Sorrow is done away. Ir 
thy preſence theres fulneſs of Joy, - and at thy right hand 
are Pleaſures for evermore. No'man hath a burden of 
his own or of anothers, co bear in that State. There - 
1s Rejoycing With them that Repoyce ; but as for Weep- 
ing with them that Weep, there is no occaſion for it, 
Heaven doth not know what it. is, for all Tears 
are wiped away before the entrance into-it. Inſtead. . 

of bearing one anothers burdens, there is joyning 
with one another jn eternal Praiſes and Hallelyjahs : 
To God the Father who appointed us burdens in 
this World in order to our happineſs in the next, 
Affliftions work for. us .an exceeding weight of Gl-ry, 
We . ſhould. very hardly find the way to 
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Heaven if we were not loaded, They that are light 


-and at eaſe, for the moſt part, go another way : 


To God the Son who himſelf bear:our Burdens, 
and commands us to bear one'anothers, till 'we 
come to that Manſion which he hath taken up for'vs 
in Heaven. To God the Holy Ghoſt who luppor- 
ted us underour Burdens, orelle all the help from 


| men. had been too little. . .It is God that (omforts 


thoſe that are caſt down, although he employes men 
as his Inftfuments, by whom he conveighs Com- 
forts. There are no Burdens in Heaven, - unleſs *a 
Man could be weary of Perfection and Happineſs. 
The Pleaſures there, are not ke the Pleifires on 
Earth, -weariſome and tireſome to them that are 
Lovers of them. God intended theſe only, that man 
ſhould uſe them for his Recreation,and then go on 
with his Burden. 'If men exceed in.chem they are 
very weariſome, and it is neceſſary they ſhould 


| be lo, becauſe they are very unſuitable to the Na- 
ture of Man, and to the beſt and moſt noble part 


of him. If man had been all Body and no Soul,ſen- 
ſual Pleaſures could not have been tireſome to him; 
but.in regard he hath a Spiritual part, there muſt be 
Spiritual Pleaſures to refreſh his mind., On the a- 


ther hand, becauſe man is Fleſh as well as Spirit, 


he is therefore apt to be weary of the long contis 
nuance of that which is pleaſant ro the mind: 
Relipi- 


(25) | 

Religious Services: Bur'in Heaveir Pleifures can 
be no burden; becauſe the Soul is'ſepirared from 
this vile Body, and hath nothing to clog ir. Cor- 
ruptible doth then par on Incorruption, and Mor- 
tal-puts 'on Immortality, chat there: may be all 
pleaſure goed 7110 will noc farther enlargeupon 
this. _ We are all bunglers when we come to give 
any account of that with our Lips,of which it Fath | 
 nor-entred into our bearts to conceive. When we ſpeak 
of Heaven, it is notſo neceſſary to give an account ' 
of the glory of it, as of che cerrainty of ir, for 
whoſoever believes ſuch a State, believes the Glo- 
rious Things that are ſpoken of it; T might therefore 

' miake uſe'of one Argurrient from, the 'Text, ro 
rove, that their is a fatare Stare of 'Happine(s ; 
of-if Good Men muft bear þurdens of their aw 
and of other Mens,” certainly rhete jsanbyhet Srats 
in which they ſhall be freed from them Weean- 
notthink, thatche Children bFGod Who tre Bota'® 
again, and ni2detike unto their Heavenly Parket,” 


\ are only bott'eo bear Birrdehis, ft Von 
04 Ftp mike us pirknt rhe bearing both” 

our own and other Mens Burgeris WIR" vs are 
orithis fide Hexven. Onur Jives are very Hort and. 
 int9drfiderable; 21d" he endof then we ly 
dow vi Bilrders? 6 htey Fit the jaY” Folit" 
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vals if God ſends us help.from, Heaven. to; hens 
requires we ſhould have help on-carth, 

ht will ſhortly wholly eaſe us of them ; we may 
well bear them with ——_ Patience. 
[LI. Imayinfer ſomewhat concerning.the Hel- 
liſh Stare, the place of Torments, where the Scrips 
euretells us,there is Weeping, and Wailing, and gnaſhing 
of Teeth ; and likewiſe, that there are many that enter in 
there. if Good Men myſt expect to bear Burdens 
in this World, and they are ſometimes: very gries, 
yous to be born, What muſt bad men expect in 
that State ? There the Burden is intollerable : Thoſe 
that are forced to-beariit, or I may moxe properly. 
ſay, bave broughe ic upon! them(elves, would fain. 
exchange it for that which is far lighter : The Rocks 


| and Hilts, Their Burdens is the wrath of the Lamb, - 
- which 3s far more intolerable, Rev. 6. 16: Their 


Burden is the guilt of a gnawing Conſcience, which - 
35.45 2 5 ons Tormeators, as well as a Thouſand 


Wages tA ary load which lies upon the naked 
Soul ſtripped Fall all thoſe coverings, thoſe vaincon- 


- © ceirs with which Sinners get ſome-lictle caſe to 


their guilty minds. : . -- 
AJ as their Burdens are intollerable, lo there is is 


no help to bear them, . (For every Man mb bear his 
*wn burden, v. 5.). but every one xather adds to the :, 
weight. of them... Ahn! is no Solamen Miferis wy | 
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the number of thoſe' that are in that Stare, The 
Glurton' in the "Parable! deſired,” his Brethren 
might'not come mto the" place 'of Tormints, he had 
burden' enough already. The more there are to 
weep and -waile, the more' doleful 'is 'thar State. 
Buc'I will not enlarge any further atpon'this tins 
pleaſant head, but only deſite ther Sinners would 
ſeriouſly and timely conſider of it, and that it may 
make them fo ſerious,” as not to deſpiſe thoſe re-" 
proofs:which-Fam to'give from what/T have ſaid” 
on this Argument, There are three ſorts of Perſons/ 
which Ican not butreflet upon, ' 

- I, Tfevery Chriſtian muſt_ bear his Brothers 
burchen; they ate-very'muach'to blaine, - who take 
| no notice of-whar 'others bear, 'There are: x great- 
many inthe World, who are'fo far from bearing 
their Brothers burdens, that hey will not fo much 
_ as {ee them or endure to hear'of them. "They do 

no more concern'themſelves for the'afflitions, and 
.  miſeries of' others, than if they were alone in the 
World. They are like the Prieſts and Levite riding by, 
and taking no notice' of him that lies in miſery. 
_ Men are Rich lovers of themſelves, that if any 
' complain of their burdens, they cafe them as the 
Chief Prieſts and Elders eas'd Judas of his burden: 
What's that to us, ſet thou' to that. There are-many 
in the World loaded with Sorrows, who may come 
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plain wich.the Pſalm, Pſal. 1 43 4+. looked om wy 
right, ' band, aud bebeld, bat thers. was no Man that would- 


knw me, refuge failed me 3 no;Han.cared for wy Soul. 
We may fot s ſee that ſorrowful light which. 
Solomon law, Eccle. 4. v,. I hebeld the tears of ſuch as. 
Woxld. is,full of choſe whe {arc ſofar from weep- 
ing with then that; weep, that if they can. be mer-: 
ry themlelyes they care not who, is (ad, like thole- 
whom, we read-of in the Prophelie: af 4mos.6..6. 
who: wete for Feaſting and. Drinking,, and: Mufack,: 
but not for bearing other mens Burdens, They were 
not grieved. for the Affliftion of Joſeph: - If it be the - 
Law- of. Cbrift; that men ſhould -bear one anothers- 


burdens, what will become, of chole-thattake mw: 


notice of this Law, byt only fulfilche Law of Coe 


 vetoulnefs ?; When men are required'to relieve the- 


neceſſicous, theis Lang uage commonly is, ; F know- 


not What Imay.come to before. 1 dis... I, wiſh they would: 


as well. conſider. what they.muſt come;to after: 
they die, when they ſhall appear before him who- 


harh declared, | char. choſe.) that do. not feed the: 


Huogr ,-and Cloach the, Naked, ſhall g0 intio\. 
Ever fling Paniſhment. Thoſe that would: not. 
bear their Brochers burden} in/chis. World, ſhalb 
have /one. of, their ayyp to. bear. in the; World: tos. 

oF ; Ik 


rg? 
I. They are more to blame who are {o far from” 
bearing one anothers burden, that they are offen- 
ded at them that Do. There are ſuch Monſters 
in the World ro whom it is a burden to ſee other 
men at eaſe. Nothing is ſo ſweet to them as to ſee 
others in bitterneſs. Solomon ſaith, Pro. 1 7.5. He that 
mocketh the Poor, reproacheth bis Maker ; and be thai 1 
glad a Calamitie ſpall nt be unpwiifhed : where note, 
there are ſome men who mock at the Miſery, and 
are glad at the Calamities of other men. They are 
not fo ready to rejoyce with them:that rejoyce, as 
they are to rejoyce when they hear what cauſe 0s 
thers. have to weep. There were ſuch in old time; 
and-will be to the end 'of the World. When Ne- 
| hemigh was'to-repair the Breaches, and makeupthe- 
Wall of Jeruſalem, Fhere were two bale men, Sax- 
bullat and Tobiah, who were not able to endure the - 
good he did. Neh. 4.10. Tt grieved them exceedings 
ly, that there Was come 4 man-ta- ſeek the Wwellfare of the 
Children; of Iirael. Fhe: ran came not todo them 
any hurt at all; but if he/had, ir may: be they 
would nat have been more. grieved:than they were 
at.the good which was done-for others. The Pſalmiſt* 
likewiſe gives-us an accouneof ſuch men (of which 
we have to9-many in the World) who cannot en- 
dureto-do good themlelves, or that others ſhould, 
P/al. 14.2. V. 9, Heſpeaks of the. Liberal Soul-of 


&- 
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2:Good Man: : He hath diſperſed, he hath given to the 
- -Ppor, (Andat the next verſe,” he 'tells us'how 


avicked men are affected at-it. /T be Wicked-fhdll ſee 
it ad be grieved, he fhall gnaſh with his Teeth: and pine | 
4 var, Ic kills fome men to ſee others kept alive, 
and nothing angers them more, than to ſee others 
{alicirous for their welfare and Subſiſtence; © But 
HE. And: Laſtly, They are moſt of all eo be 
reproved,..I wiſh I could do it ſharply enough, 
who are ſo far: from bearing-other Mens Burdens, 
chat thep are other Mens Burdens, They 
live-in the World, as-if they came into it for no 
pther purpoſe, but to ſend others grieved out of it. 
« Sometimes menare loaded with the BUFrdeir of 
Calumnies,and Reproach,;co their vaſt prejudice, 


. One of the Bleflings which Jobs. Friends Promi- 


ſed to him, <<, 5, v. 21. was, that he ſhould be 


. bid from the 'Scourge of- the Tongue, which is indeed 


a fearful Scourge. - There' are a great many in the 
World, who it they can bur Slander the Pn- 
nocent, and obtain Concealment, 'ic doth 
exceedingly. pleaſe that of the- Devil which doth 
mightily--prevail in them. They have, fent their 
Brother a Burden to make his Heart” ake, and he 
mult not know from whence -it comes. We 
know thatſlanderershave a great advantage-in that 
their reports.run:like wild-fire.' There are wa 
| Scrips 


(3 
Scriptuxes, which if joyned together, give an ac- 
count of it, Their Tongues are {tf on Flre of 


Hell, © and they 20 through the Earth. & likewiſe fame © 


There are others who ſeek to ruine their Neigh- 
bours by conteſts at Law, forcing them thereby ro 
ſpend their Subſtance. The Childrens bread is ca- 
ken away, and a bone of Contention lent in the 
room of it, only to gratify implacable malice. - 


0.1 fire of Hell. 


Theſe Caſes are very hard, bur it is not hard:to * , 


givea Reaſon of ſuch Ations. We muſt know, 
chat there is another Law beſides the Law of 
Chriſt. There is a Pztnce of this U9021d, as 
well asa Prixce of Peace. The Scripture tells us,chat 
the Devil hath Children as well as God, 
1 70.3. 10. And as Gods Children are like cheir 
Father in being Merciful and And, ſo the Devils 
Children are like their. Father in being Malitious 
and Cruel, But what will become of theſe Men 2- 
The Mans Condition who is ruin'd by another is 
very ſad, But how diſmal is his Caſe who. hath 
ruin'd him ? Methinks I hear God ſay to him, as he 
did to Cain, What baft thou done? the voice of thy 
Brother and ofhis whole Family criethunto me. Thow ' 
| ſhouldeſthave been his Comforter, and thou haſt 
' been his Tormentor. Thou ſhould {have ſupports 
ed him, and thou haſtruin'd him. Thou ſhoutd't 
have born his _ and thot halt B2zoke His -. 
—_—_ 
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